Paul LeBaron Thiebaud
October 10, 1960 – June 19, 2010

It is with profound sadness that the Paul Thiebaud Gallery
announces the passing of Paul LeBaron Thiebaud
[October 10, 1960, Sacramento, CA – June 19, 2010,
Sacramento, CA], sole owner of his eponymous gallery,
after an arduous battle with a rare, aggressive form of
colon cancer.
Born and raised in Sacramento, California, he attended
the University of California at Davis. Leaving Davis
for New York, Paul joined Christie’s auction house.
His mentor there, Martha Baer, Christie’s longtime
International Director of Postwar and Contemporary
Art, recounted that Paul “came on visits to collector
clients. His nature and his abilities certainly helped
in making people comfortable with the idea of selling
paintings. . . . He was wonderful to work with and always upbeat. He was also conscientious,
which was important. Just very reliable and a pleasure to work with.”
After his return to Northern California, he became a private dealer, selling his father’s prints
along with the work of other local artists. Shortly thereafter, in 1989, Paul and Charles Campbell,
a well-regarded established dealer in San Francisco, agreed to begin a gallery together; the
Campbell-Thiebaud Gallery opened to the public in 1990, occupying Campbell’s building previously
housing the Charles Campbell Gallery. After ten years of business developing noted specialization
in Bay Area Figurative art, they amicably ended the gallery in April of 2001.
On May 1, 2001, Paul opened the Paul Thiebaud Gallery in
San Francisco. Though featuring many Californian artists
influenced by the art of the local figurative movement, he
wished to open the gallery beyond the parameters of Bay
Area figuration. The new gallery, thus, broadened its scope
to encompass painting found throughout the country.
Paul additionally continued programming that showcased
important art for exhibition only, especially in the area of
modern art. Such shows included focused presentations

of the work of Willem de Kooning (2002), Franz Kline (2008), and Giorgio Morandi (2003 &
2006). Always an enthusiast for exceptional painting, Paul felt strongly the imperative to share
these works with the public, as the opportunities for their exposure were quite rare in general
and specifically in the San Francisco area.
By far, the signature show of Paul’s gallery remains Twenty-Five Treasures. An exhibition idea
conceived in his very early days as a gallery owner, the show’s premise brought the traditional
private “back room” of a gallery to the publicly-accessible main exhibition space, offering
exposure of the superlative works of art to all. Paul largely maintained those original aims of
the now signature show. The show debuted in the fall of 1990 at Campbell-Thiebaud Gallery.
The exhibition served dually to foreshadow the programming for the year to come, offering
works of art by artists who would receive broader exhibitions in the near future. We plan to
present the fourteenth Twenty-Five Treasures this year in November and December of 2010.
Raised in a family enmeshed in the visual arts—his
father, Wayne, is a painter; his mother, Betty Jean, is a
filmmaker, and his brother, Matt, is a painter and
collagist—Paul developed an avid appreciation of
myriad art forms. He began collecting art in his teenage years, partnering on each purchase with his father.
The stipulation for acquisition: both Paul and his
father had to agree on the purchase; after bussing many
tables, Paul earned and saved enough money to buy his father’s half of the collection. Thus,
began Paul’s personal art collection.
Throughout his life, he passionately continued acquiring art and cultural objects in many fields,
developing superior holdings in areas of modern and contemporary art, African, Pre-Columbian,
Oceanic, Spanish Colonial, santos, retablos, and Latin American folk art. Highlights of his
collection of Mexican retablos, ex-votos, colonial reliquaries and santos were curated by Phil
Hitchcock in 2004, Director of the School of the Arts, University Library Gallery, California State
University of Sacramento (CSUS) for their exhibition, Retablo: Behind the Altar, A Collection
of Paul LeBaron Thiebaud. The show then traveled to five additional venues, including the Craft
and Folk Art Museum, Los Angeles (2005), the Harwood Museum of Art of the University of
New Mexico, Taos (2006), and the Wiegand Gallery, Notre Dame de Namur, Belmont,
California (2007). In 2007, the University Library Gallery, CSUS, opened the exhibition year
with Paul’s exceptional collection of African art. His generosity in sharing his collection,
supporting art institutions, and enabling exhibitions at local and regional nonprofit museums
and galleries through the underwriting of catalogues, insurance coverage, shipping costs and
the like never ceased throughout his career. He enjoyed “giving back” immensely.

Succinctly put, Paul excelled in all of his roles: art dealer
and advisor, athlete, brother, collector, father, friend, host,
husband, mentor, son, and uncle. He will be greatly missed
here at this gallery, which will continue business as usual,
always in his spirit.
Paul is survived by his wife, Karen (née Koepke) and two
daughters, Colette and Danielle, of Sacramento, California.
Donations in his honor may be made to one of his very favorite nonprofit volunteer-staffed
charities, Little Wishes of San Anselmo, CA. Founded in 2002 by two pediatric nurses,
Little Wishes grants “wishes” or modest gifts to seriously ill children during their stay of
hospitalization. “Wishes” have included books, CDs, videos, art supplies, animal visits,
special meals, toys and games.
Contact them at:
Little Wishes
901 Butterfield Rd.
San Anselmo, CA 94960
(415) 459-9474
www.littlewishes.org

