
DENNIS LEON 
 
Born 1933, England, UK 
Died 1998, Oakland, California 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Honorary Doctorate, California College of Arts & Crafts, Oakland, CA 
MFA, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 
BFA, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 
BS, Education, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 
 
TEACHING AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
1972-93  Chairman, Sculpture Department, California College of Arts & Crafts 
1967-70 Director, Sculpture Department, Philadelphia Museum College of Art. 
1959-70 Faculty, Philadelphia Museum College of Art 
1959-62 Art Critic, Philadelphia Inquirer, Philadelphia, PA 
 
GRANTS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
1994  Keynote Speaker, The Glass Art Society, Seattle, WA 
1993  Distinguished Faculty Award, California College of Arts & Crafts 
1984  Marin Headlands Art Center, Sausalito, CA 

Djerassi Foundation Fellowship, Woodside, CA 
1983  Djerassi Foundation Fellowship, Woodside, CA  
1982  MacDowell Colony Fellowship, Peterborough, NH 
1979  National Endowments for the Arts 

Yaddo Artist Residency, Saratoga Springs, NY 
1978 San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Golden Gate National Recreation 

   Area  
1967  John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, New York, NY 

National Institute of Arts and Letters, New York, NY 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2025 Dennis Leon: Collage, Pastels and Sculpture 1975-1990, Paul Thiebaud 

   Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1993  Cheryl Haines Gallery, San Francisco, CA  



1992  Dorothy Goldeen Gallery, Santa Monica, CA  
1991  Chemeketa Community College, Salem, OR  

Anne Reid Gallery, Ketchum, ID 
Cheryl Haines Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
Butters Gallery, Portland, OR  

1990   Dennis Leon, Dorothy Goldeen Gallery, Santa Monica, CA  
California State University, Fresno, CA  

1989  Dorothy Goldeen Gallery, Santa Monica, CA 
1988  J. Noblett Gallery, Sonoma, CA  
1987  J. Noblett Gallery, Sonoma, CA 
1986  Fuller Goldeen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1984  Fuller Goldeen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1982  Fuller Goldeen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1981   San Jose Museum of Fine Arts, San Jose, CA 
  Fuller Goldeen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1979  Fuller Goldeen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1978   Galleria D’Arte Del Cavallino, Venice, Italy  
1977   Hansen Fuller Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1973   James Willis Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
1971   Philadelphia College of Art, Philadelphia, PA  
1970  Kraushaar Gallery, NY, NY 
1968  Kraushaar Gallery, NY, NY 
1966  Kraushaar Gallery, NY, NY 
1965  Henri Gallery, Washington, D.C. 
 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2016 The Poker Game and its Circle, Group Exhibition, Woodmere Art 

   Museum, Philadelphia, PA 
1997  In Their Nature, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art Rental Gallery, CA 
 From Plastic Form to Printer's Plate: 16 Contemporary Sculptor/ 

   Printmakers, Exhibits USA, Western Washington University Gallery, 
   Bellingham WA 

1996 From Plastic Form to Printer's Plate: 16 Contemporary Sculptor/ 
   Printmakers, Exhibits USA, Texas Tech University, Forum of the Visual   
   Arts, Lubbock, TX 
From Plastic Form to Printer's Plate: 16 Contemporary Sculptor/ 
   Printmakers, Exhibits USA, Loveland Museum, CO 



 
1995 From Plastic Form to Printer's Plate: 16 Contemporary Sculptor/ 

   Printmakers, Exhibits USA, University of North Texas, Art Gallery, 
   Denton, TX 
Facing Eden: 100 Years of Landscape in the Bay Area, M.H. de Young 
   Museum, San Francisco, CA 

1994  Dennis Leon and Morley Clark, J. Noblett Gallery, Boyes Hot Springs, CA 
The Romance of the California Landscapes, San Jose, CA 

1993  The Romantic Landscape, Holmes Fine Art Gallery, San Jose, CA  
Metal Sculpture, California State University, Hayward, CA 

1992   Sixteen Sculptors, Oliver Art Center, Oakland, CA 
1991   Monochrome, Dorothy Goldeen Gallery, Santa Monica, CA 
1990 Woodblocks, Etchings, Lithographs, Dorothy Goldeen Gallery, Santa 

   Monica, CA 
The Undiminished Landscape, Security Pacific, San Francisco, CA  
A Natural Order, Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, NY 
Against the Grain, Oliver Art Museum, Oakland, CA 

1989  Quiet, The Oakland Museum, CA 
Topography, Fuller Gross Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
Off Site: Artists in Response to the Environment, Richmond Art Center, CA 

1988  Private Reserve, Dorothy Goldeen Gallery, Santa Monica, CA  
Drawings by Ten, Mandeville Gallery, University of California, San Diego 
Professors' Choice, Claremont Colleges, CA 
Bay Area Sculptors, University of California, Davis  
Bronze Sculptors, Walnut Creek Art Gallery, CA  

1987  Bay Area Drawings, Richmond Art Center, CA  
1986  The Impression of Drawing, Fuller Goldeen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1984  New Impressions, World Print Council, San Francisco, CA 
1983  Resource Reservoir, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, CA 
1982  Affects/Effects, Philadelphia College of Art, PA 
1981 California: The State of the Landscape, Newport Harbor Art Museum and 

   Santa Barbara Museum of Art, CA 
1979  Recreation, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, CA 
1977 America '76, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Bicentennial 

   Department of the Interior, CA 
1976  Bicentennial Exhibition, Philadelphia Museum of Art, PA 
1974  Male and Female, University of California, Davis  
1973 California College of Arts and Crafts, Oakland  

Ball State University, IN 



1966-73 Kraushaar Galleries Group Shows, New York, NY  
1972  Curator's Choice, Philadelphia Museum of Art, PA 
1970  Peale House Gallery, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, PA 
1969  Third Kent State University Invitational, OH 
1968  Heckscher Museum, Huntington, NY 

Temple University Music Festival, Philadelphia, PA 
1967  Wilmington Society of the Fine Arts, DE 

National Institute of Arts and Letters, New York, NY 
1966  University of Colorado 

National Drawing Exhibition, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA 
Temple University, Tyler School of Art, Elkins Park, PA 
Sculpture and Painting Biannual, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
   Philadelphia, PA 

1965  Beaver College, Glenside, PA 
1964  Philadelphia Museum of Art, PA 
1963  Philadelphia Museum of Art, PA 
1962  Temple University, Tyler School of Art, Elkins Park, PA 
 
OUTDOOR INSTALLATIONS 
 
Sutro Baths Suite #1, #2, #3, and #4, 1975, San Francisco, CA (no longer extant) 
Berkeley Pier Piece, 1976, Berkeley, CA (no longer extant) 
Payless Piece, 1976, Rockridge Shopping Centre, Oakland, CA (no longer extant) 
Mount Tamalpais Piece, 1976, Marin County, CA (no longer extant) 
Vacant Lot Piece, 1976, Berkeley, CA (no longer extant) 
Path Piece, Tilden Park, 1977, Berkeley, CA (no longer extant) 
Oakwood Valley Piece, 1977, Marin County, CA (no longer extant) 
Stone’s Piece, 1977, Sibley Volcanic Regional Preserve, Oakland, CA 
Tri-Out, 1979, Grizzly Peak, Berkeley, CA 
Sticks and Stains, 1979, Grizzly Peak, Berkeley, CA 
Sibley Mound, 1980, Sibley Volcanic Regional Preserve, Oakland, CA 
Sibley Perch, 1980, Sibley Volcanic Regional Preserve, Oakland, CA 
Megan, 1981, Sibley Volcanic Regional Preserve, Oakland, CA 
Dejerassi Piece, 1983, Djerassi Resident Artist Program, Woodside, CA 
Tree Trunk Piece, 1986, Greenwood Village, CO 
Gaea, 1991-1993, Oliver Ranch Foundation, Geyserville, CA 
Untitled, 1992-1993, Oliver Ranch Foundation, Geyserville, CA  
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